Violence: an American Tradition

The movie provided a broad and sweeping historical survey of headline violence in the United States. In every instance the movie supported a single thesis – violence follows the objectification, or de-humanization, of the victim.

The survey began with Cristobal Colon's brutalization of the natives of Hispanala, and their rapid extermination. The survey included: 

· the righteous violence of the American Revolution,  

· the bloodest battle of the Civil War, Antietum,  

· the last massacre of native Americans in the United States at Wounded Knee, 

· the United States' long history of oppression of all ethnic groups, but primarily blacks, 

· the celebration of outlaws from Jesse James to John Dillinger, and

· the sensationalization of violence in media attention to mass murderers from Spec to Bundy. 

The survey was numbing.

The message was clear – violence is excused by claiming the end justifies the means, by making the victim less important, less human, than the violator, by making another's pain less important than one's own.

This is particularly relevant to me now as I see in my own thinking a connection between my anger and my opinion of those who are its focus. Repeatedly when I find myself at odds with someone, I hear myself saying they are stupid. I see clearly now that doing so is a step in the wrong direction.

